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PREFACE

The problem of the Hill Tribes in the North-East Frontier
or Assam was indeed a challenge to the British Government.
A correct appraisal of the problem in its early phase is attempted
in this volume. It would be far from the truth to say that
the authorities at the Fort William followed throughout a
conciliatory policy towards these frontier tribes. Nor did they
aim at the annexation of the tribal areas from the very beginning
and, thereby, saddled themselves with the responsibilities of
guarding an extensive frontier. Since these tribes differed
widely in language, race, customs and usages policy varied from
tribe to tribe, from time to time. Most of these, no doubt,
came under effective control, others remained semi-independent,
while a few were not only left entirely independent but were
paid the posa or blackmail. What were the factors and forces at
work in moulding the British policy towards these tribes—these are
analysed and examined in this volume. Incidentally, it throws
light on the attitude and activities of the neighbouring powers,
particularly the Court of Ava, which had much to do in the
mutual relation of the tribes and with the British Government.
The control of the tribal areas is interwoven with the defence
of the North-East Frontier. Adequate attention has to be paid,
therefore, to the genesis and development of the local corps in
which some of the border tribes were enrolled. For a clear
appreciation of the narrative, the introduction provides besides
the historical background, geographical distribution of the tribes,
their political and social institutions, religious beliefs, commer-
cial pursuits and industrial activities.

In discussing the problem in the present volume I have
confined myself only to those tribes which came in contact with
the British from 1822 to 1842—from the introduction of the
Non-Rcgulated system to the annexation of the Bhutan duars.
Even during this early period, there are obvious difficulties for
a writer in dealing with problems of a sensitive area. I have
however relied entirely on original sources mostly unpublished
official documents. Every endeavour has also been made to
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present facts, as objectively as possible, and it is for the reader
to judge whether I have succeeded. 1 shall consider my labour
amply rewarded if this book be of any use to scholars, adminis-
trators and general public alike.

Prof. A. Sarmah read the typescript and Prof. S. K.
Barpujari saw the book through the press; I am grateful to
both of them. I must also thank for their kind assistance staffs
of the Library and Records Department, Commonwealth Rela-
tions Office, London, National Archives of India, New Delhi,
West Bengal State Archives, Calcutta, and the Keeper of Records,
Government of Assam, Shillong.

I am obliged to Shri B. N. Dutta Barua, proprietor,
Lawyer's Book Stall, Gauhati, for undertaking publication of
this book and to Messrs Nabajiban Press, Calcutta, for having
printed it at a short time.

University of Gauhati H. K. B. P.
March : 1970



CONTENTS

CHAPTER 1

[NTRODUCTION

Geographical distribution of the tribes—their political
institutions—feuds—mode of warfare—weapons : Social
habits—community life—Morungs—position of women
and slaves : Religious beliefs—mode of worship—sor-
cery—head-hunting : Tribal economy—agriculture—
industry—commercial traffic.

The Ahom kingdom, its rise and expansion—policy
towards the frontier tribes—early phase of slow but steady
penetration—followed by conciliation—of appeasement—
anarchy and confusion in the wake of civil war and invasi-
ons—East India Company, the saviour of Assam.

CHAPTER 11

THE PROBLEM IN ITS BEGINNING, (1822-1828) ...

Early contact with the Garos—incursions occasioned
by exactions and oppressions of the zaminders—Bemalwa
and Nazzaranah mahals—the Non-Regulated system, its
genesis—Scott’s scheme of Garo education : Out break of
the Anglo-Burmese war and treaties with chiefs of Cachar
and Jayantia—Raja of Nungklow afforded a passage to
British troops : Policy towards the Singphos—final expul-
sion of the Burmese—emancipation of Assamese captives
—agreement with frontier chiefs—also with Terrut Singh,
thc chief of Nungklow : Administrative and judicial
arrangements : Defence of the Frontier.

CHAPTER 111

REACTION, (1828-1831)

The Bhutan duars—Dumpa Raja attacked Batakuch1
Massacre at Nungklow, 4 April 1829—Mackenzie on the

Page

21



( viil )

insurrection—real causes—plan of operations of the
Khasis—position of the English insecure—Lister’s suc-
cesses—Scott advanced towards Nungklow—Nongkrem
and Myrong occupied by the English—Burmanik suffered
serious reverses—Terrut fled—Sardars of Sooparpunji and
Bairampunji reduced—seizure of Burmanik followed by
surrender of chiefs of Ramray and Muriau—agreement
with the chiefs : Irruption of Hukum Singphos—fidelity
of border chiefs shaken—proposals for administrative and
military arrangements in the frontier.

CHAPTER 1V

COERCION cum CONCILIATION, (1831-1833) ...

Annexation of Pantan, Bogy and Bongaon consequent
upon ravages of Lal Singh—security measures proved
ineffective—a change of heart advocated by Cracroft—
policy towards the fugitives laid down by G. G. in Council
—Robertson recommended coercive measures—Singmanik
as peace-maker—parleys at Nongkrem—Agent’s attitude
changed—Terrut Singh surrendered—observations : Re-
peated aggression of the Dusanees—Agent proposed a fine
of one thousand on the aggressors—turned down by the
Government—enquiries under Brodie and latter’s ami-
cable settlement : Policy towards the Charduar Bhutias
and the Duflas—right of the posa objected by the local
authorities, defended by the Governor of Bengal.

CHAPTER V

ForRwaARD PoLicy : EARLY PHASE, (1833-1835)

The duties of the officer in-charge, Sadiya—Saikhowa
annexed—Assamese subjects brought under control of the
British Government—observations : Jenkins advocated
extension of British sovereignty over the Garos : Captain
Lister appointed Political Agent, Khasi Hills—fines and
impositions on the refractory chiefs, a departure from the
policy laid down by Scott—Chandmanik’s claim on Desh
Demorua, recommended by Lister, disputed by Bogles,

Page

58

74



(ix )

P.A. Kamrup—Sir Charles Metcalfe considered Khasi
claim as ‘wholly untenable’ : Fishers remark on the treaty
with Jayantia—death of Raja Ram Singh and Robertson’s
demand on his successor a tribute of Rs. 10,000—confer-
ence at Sylhet—Metcalfe turned down the petition of
Rajendra Singh—British subjects sacrificed before the
goddess Kali—directives to the Agent—latter’s investiga-
tion and recommendations—G. G. in Council considered
the guilt ‘sufficiently proved’ and resolved on annexation—
observations of the Court of Directors.

CHAPTER VI

SouTH-EAST FRONTIER, ( 1835-1837)

Aggressions of Duffa Gaum—causes of his family
feud with Beesa—attention of the Burmese Government
drawn by G. I.—abortive attempt at settlement of dispute
followed by coercive measures by the Political Agent :
Court of Ava pursuaded by Burney to depute a mission
to the frontier—Mission under Hannay, another under
Bayfield—both failed—military post in south-east frontier
proposed by the Agent, doubted its expediency by G. I.—
latter’s subsequent approval—the Doaneah Militia—
observations.

CHAPTER VII

PROBLEM OF THE NORTHERN Duars, (1835-1838)

The Kappachors under Thagi Raja raided Balipara—
punitive measures proved of no avail—the Akas allied
with Charduar Duflas made a second attack on Orung—
success{ul incursion into the hills and agreement with the
Duflas : New revenue measures embittered Charduar
Bhutia’s—Ilatter’s fury fell on the Collector of Orung—
Agent’s leniency motivated by commercial interests
Fresh aggressions of the Bhutias—collusion between the
offenders and officials of Bhutan suspected—Buxaduar
closed—overtures made by Dewangiri Raja bore no fruit
—skirmish at Subankhatta followed by agreement with

Page

99

121



(x)

Zinkoffs, 2 January, 1836—Pemberton’s Mission to
Bhutan, approved by G. I.—failure of the mission and its
aftermath.

CHAPTER VIII

GATHERING OF THE STORM, ( 1837-1839)

Uprising of the Maram Khasis—Benett marched
against rebels—coercive measures under Lister brought
the chiefs to terms : Dufla feuds disturbed peace in the
north : Incursion of the Angamis, causes—Raja of
Manipur and Tularam Senapaty to concert measures with
British officers—the Kachari Levy—recurrence of out-
rages : Dark forebodings in the east—threatening attitude
of Ava : Defensive measures—Agent on strengthening of
of the irregulars—changes in military locations—assassi-
nation of Major White at Sadiya, 28 January, 1839.

CHAPTER IX

TowArRDs CONSOLIDATION, (1839-1840)

Precautionary measures made by local authorities—
reaction at the Fort William—defence and security of
the frontier—emphasis on local corps—Second Assam
Sebundis—Brig. Littler to proceed to Assam and to direct
movement of troops : Annexation of Muttock—Military
roads and buildings recommended : Prinsep laid down the
policy towards Bhutan—rights of the Bhutias on Assam
duars clarified by Jenkins—communications to Deb and
Towang Raja remained unanswered—annexation of the
duars in Darrang and Kamrup—observations.

CHAPTER X

BAcKk TO CONCILIATION, ( 1840-42)

Grange’s first expedition against the Angamis, 1838
—second expedition, 1840—Angamis remained unsub-
dued : A definite turn in policy—the réle of the Govern-
ment as ‘peacemakers not conquerors’—coercive meaures

Page

138

152

172



( xi)
Page

defended by Jenkins—Bigge’s peace mission in the land
of the Angamis—tours conducted by Brodie and Vetch—
Missionary activities under Bronson : Overtures with
Thagi Raja and latter’s agreement with Government—
followed by the Charduar Bhutias and the Sath Rajas—
settlement of the insurgent Khamtis : Tranquility in east-
ern districts.

APPENDIX 1  List of Nine Dooars or Pass Tracts
on the Southern Frontier of Zilla
Kamroop ... 192
APPENDIX II  Translation of a petition from Chand
Manik to Captain Lister, Political Agent,

‘Cosseeyah Hills .. 197
APPENDIX III  Rights of the Assam Rajas over the

Bhutan Duars ... 198

GLOSSARY ... 199

SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY .o 202

INDEX ... 208
Marps :

1. Map of Assam, 1842, FRONTISPIECE

2. Sadiya Frontier . . . . . Page 30
3. The Khasi States, 1832 . . .. 82



[
w

Nwwww
gv R T =

—“r >
-

A Y

."U:-U_OZT’

.C. (F.P.P.)

ABBREVIATIONS USED

—Bengal Judicial Proceedings.

—Bengal Political Consultations.

—Bengal Revenue Proceedings.

—Bengal Secret and Political Consultations.

—Despatches to India and Bengal.

—India Political Consultation (also Foreign
Political Proceedings ).

—Judicial letters from Bengal.

—Journal of the Asiatic Society, Bengal.

—Political letters from India and Bengal.

—Revenue and Judicial letters from India and
Bengal.






IWVSSY J0 dVI

...anwxm_m nm‘vl..uv..
Ipupysudg ra
. Sndinvi wuw%.__ % o
b g
oqo o&_oﬂ ..:.K::a»a_..o g &
UAWG _q.c: 0113y =N
J«m«z SIn SYILNIVS m.m« W.%/
aup /o P S . mco.r:z =
E.u:o 1629362 w Eww_oz omco.;_z PR -..M.V
c:..ocrcaw aapuibvyo \mezo_xmg ‘W. 0.%4
A¥OLIwd3L P i =0f
Y u‘_oacﬁ... : SV .\\.W 6usibur amum_.oz s ==} /
l uoJy S8
92 Sa. fiq mc:; AN s u\\.\\ ....o.\. ' N
] S R %
e 15@%\6«3&6@ . ..P«::%W\bl)nu = ,’ MJV/
\ 3 4N ON J0IMON 4 DA o . QWS
maz Qv EOmdmodr i = m W, v N h./f
.09 \vz%o_ow @& SHIA g IS /SR atNo M.ohv %o ) £
S @ \_ \ bll.li'l\.u\\lvﬂi A_dmcaz andifuv)d &booamo “vinely ®
o110 GUOMNH K - W. oz o_..\u,ﬂllrw.l ?:ozﬁ_muaﬁ.m» omcE aM.Woa. N is b
< 22 % O N < - ) arswo.\wm Soyyr, "’
o o ol N Lo - M..i. £ g
LT Ln? J/Dd o- \nq 5
o iy / J
13mm20))/4ro ..m:_ ?...dmm: ._n__:_.,.m. mOQtTU‘ z \'4 Lv D I
4 wip : v
\“& L%.ﬂvwﬂwomﬁ_a h MW $3g91¥4 40
vsaago “Mo10606uoy o
PEONS B 5SS NOILNGIYLSIO ONIMOHS
SINW
OM_ Oaﬂ 040 Ouf O-N m
cH 8l




CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

On the north-east corner of the Republic of India lies the
long alluvial valley of the Brahmaputra or Assam propen
stretching for about four hundred and fifty miles and of a breadth
varying from twenty to sixty miles. On its north for over one
hundred miles it is bounded by the territory of Bhutan inhabi-
tated by the semi-Mongloid tribe of the same name. With
the exception of a narrow strip of land, twenty to thirty miles
at the foothills, known as the duar, and the central plateaus, the
whole country js covered with the offshoots of the Eastern
Himalayas. The southern slope of this mountain chain, roughly
from 92° 40" to 95° 30’ E, constituted the home of the Akas,
the Mijis, the Duflas or Dophlas, and the Abors. Hesselmeyer
believes that the Akas or the Ankas hailed from the north of
the Irrawadi valley, which is borne out by the similarity between
their language and the language of the tribes bordering
Manipur.! Though numerically strong, the Akas were divided
into two main clans—the Hazarikhowas or ‘eaters at a thousand
hearths’ and the Kappachors or the ‘thieves who lurk amid
cotton plant’. They had frequent intercourse with the Mijis,
another powerful tribe in the north. Composed of many clans,
the Duflas were broadly divided into two groups—the Dufla
proper or those who inhabited the inner ranges, and the
Latakatteahs who lived in the foothills bordering the plains.
The latter were represented as refugees who had been worsted
by the Abors in the rear or driven out by their kinsmen in a
war or as a punishment for crimes.? The Abors who called

1 Hesselmeyer, C. H.. The Hill Tribes of the Northern Frontier of
Assam. J. A.S.B. vol. XXXVII, p. 195.

21.P.C. 1839, 5 June, No. 84, Vetch to Jenkins 10 April : For
details see Michell, J.; Report on the North-East Frontier of India,
p. 255 fi.
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themselves Padams were the most numerous and powerful tribe
on the north-east. On either side of the river Dihong different
clans had their settlements ; the right bank was occupied by the
Pashi and Meyongs, and the left by Paddo, Siboo, Maybo and
Gooliwar Abors.> The Hill Miris had their settlement in the
south ; while the Bor-Abors, an independent and warlike tribe,
occupied the hills east of the river Dihong. Between the Duflas
and the Hill Miris, in an extensive valley, there lived a peaceful
tribe, namely, the Tenae or the Anka Miris.

On the cxtreme east, the Eastern Himalayas sweep round
the valley of the Brahmaputra. The Mishmis who inhabited these
hills were divided into two main groups—(i) the Chulikatas or
the Idus and (ii) the Tains or the Digarus and the Mezoos. The
former cropped their front hair on the forchead ; the latter let
their hair grow and tied it up in a knot, secured on the top
with a pin. The Khamtis in and around Sadiya originally hailed
from the Borkhamti country high up the Irrawadi in the latitudes
27° 28" N. They belonged to the Shan stock and were described
by M’ cosh as ‘a tall, fair and handsome race considerably
advanced in civilization’.* They were among the few tribes in
the North-East Frontier who could read and write their language
as well as the Burmese.

The Patkai Hills which form the natural boundary between
Assam and Burma rise in successive and parallel ranges from
the plains to a height of six thousand and five hundred feet.
The Singphos who lived on this side of the Patkais were called
by the Burmese Krkhyen, Kakhyen or Kakos whose original
home formerly located in the east of the Irrawadi extending to
the confines of Yunan. Hannay divides this tribe into five
classes—Tesan, Mirip, Lophae, Lutong and Myrung.® The
Singphos who immigrated into Assam were mainly of the Tesan
group and they were sub-divided into three classes—Tenghai,
Meyho and Nimbrong, living in not less than a dozen of Gaums
or cantonments. Their new settlements bear the names of their

3 Mackenzie, A., A4 History of the Relations of the Government etc.
P 34,
4 M. Cosh, J.. Topography, Pp. 145-6; Gordon, P.R.T. The

Khamtis, J. R. A. S., 1845, Pp. 157-8. For the Mishmis see Michell, J.;
Op.cit P. 86 ff.

5 Hannay, S. F., Sketch of the Singphos, P. 7.



DISTRIBUTION OF THE TRIBES 3

respective chiefs, viz. Bessa, Duffa, Lattora, Wakeyat. The
admixture of the Singphos and the Assamese brought forth the
Doaneahs who formed useful auxiliaries in warfare in the far
eastern frontier.

The irregular chain of mountains which runs from the
Patkais westward is known as the Assam Range, and its various
parts are named after the tribes that inhabit them—the Garo,
the Khasi, the Jaintia and the Naga Hills. Numerous streams
descend down from these hills, and increasing in volume they
empty themselves on the Brahmaputra on the north. Brodie
divides the Nagas in the east of the river Dikhow into two
categories—the Abor or independent and the Bori or dependent.
The former lived in the interior of the hills and rarely came
down to the plains; the latter occupied the hills bordering the
plains and had frequent contact with the inhabitants of the
lowlands, and their different clans—Tablungias, Jaktoongias,
Moolongs, Changnois, Jabaka, Banfera, Kaloongs, Paniduarias,
Borduarias and Namsangias—were designated after the names of
the duars by which they frequented the plains.® Likewise, the
Nagas between the rivers Dikhow and Dayang were classified
into several groups—Namsangias, Dupdarias, Assyringias,
Hatighorias and the Lhotas; the last one consisted of the
Paniphatias and the Torphatias or Dayangias.

The Mikirs ‘a quiet, harmless and hard-working race’ occu-
pied the isolated block of hills on the west of the river Dhansiri,
and on their south lived the Gasingas or the Rengma Nagas.
The latter, hitherto, a powerful tribe was weakened and scattered
by the repeated inroads of their neighbours, namely, the Lhotas
on the other side of the Dhansiri.

Of all the Nagas, the Angamis were the most virile and
numerous tribe who inhabitated the hills bounded by the river
Dayang on the east and the Barail range on the south. They
were broadly divided into two categaries—the Eastern Angamis
consisting of Chakrima, Kezema and the Manipur Nagas and the
Western Angamis of Viswema, Kohima, Khonoma and Chekroma
group of villages. Hutton considers the Khonomas—village
Khonoma, Sachima, Mezoma, Kirufema, Jotsema and Kingwe-

6 Brodie to Jenkins, 15 September, 1841, vide Selection of papers
regarding the Hill Tracts between Assam and Burma, Pp. 286-8.



4 PROBLEM OF THE HILL TRIBES : NORTH-EAST FRONTIER

mena—as the Angami par excellence. In spite of their clannish
rivalries, they were the most powerful, and as such most feared,
and no Angami enjoyed such prestige an levied such widspread
tribute as the Khonomas.’

The Barail range which emerges from the south-east border
of Jayantia Hills takes a turn in the north-east and merges into
the main axis of the Naga Hills. The hills on the south of the
above range and west of the river Mahur were occupied by
the Kutcha Nagas—a name given by the Kacharis for their
marauding raids sparing neither sex nor age. From their simi-
larity in language, customs and usages, it is believed that they
came out from the same stock as the Nagas of North Cachar.
The aggressions and exactions of their neighbours in the north
had enfeebled and impoverished this tribe ; and Beremah, their
stronghold, was, hitherto, a great emporium of trade of the
Nagas.®

On the west of the river Kapili there lies the territory of
Jayantia or Jynteeah. It consisted of three divisions—(i) lowlands
in the north, (i1) central hills bounded by Cachar in the east
and Khasi States on the west and (iii) a fertile and well-cultivated
tract from the foothills to the river Surama on the south. Of
the several vassals who acknowledged the authority of the Raja
of Jayantia, the chief of Gobha, particularly Nurtang, appeared
to have been the most influential, without whose consent the
Raja could not carry out any measure of importance. Westward,
there existed as many as thirty Khasi States of varying sizes.
Of these, the most powerful was the ruler of Khyrem who
exercised an authority ‘by far more despotic’ having under his
control about seventy villages and three thousand armed
followers. The Raja of Mylliem who had under him twenty eight
villages was a vassal of Khyrem. Of the remaining chiefs men-
tion may be made of the Rajas of Cherra, Nungklow, Nuspung,
Muriou and Maram.”

The Garos of Garrows occupied the territory bounded by
the Brahmaputra on the north and west, Mymensingh and Sylhet
on the south and the Khasi States on the east. Over each of

7 Hutton, J. H., The Angami Nagas, Pp. 14-15.
8 Mackenzie, A ; Op.cit.,, see Report of Butler P. 86 ff.
9 Pemberton, R., Eastern Frontier of British India, D.H.AS.. P. 286 ff.
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the clans into which the tribe was divided, there were one or
more chiefs (Nokma or Luskars), some hereditary, but not
all of the same status. The central hills, about 130 miles in
length and 30 miles in breadth, were occupied by the indepen-
dent Garos; while the adjacent estates—Howraghat, Mechpara,
Karaibari, Kalumalupara, Susang and Sherpur—were held by the
choudhuris or zamindars; some of whom were allied with the
Garos by birth and marriage. Under the Mughals, the zamindars,
vested with Military ranks, had the duties of repelliing the
attacks of their neighbouring mountaineers. They paid nominal
tributes of elephant and Agarwood to the Faujdar at Rangamati ;
but in their internal management, they were left entirely
unfettered. This might have been originated from ‘the wild and
uninhabitated state of the country’ and partly from the necessity
of earning ‘the good will of chiefs possessing local influence’ in
a far off froniier.'®
Theoretically, the government of Bhutan was a monarchy
with the Deb Raja at its head ; although the spiritual authority
was vested in another chief—the Dharma Raja who was supposed
to be the ‘Budh himself clothed in human form’.'* The Deb
was chosen from the gentry of the realm and normally held office
for a term of three years. He was aided in his duties by a
council of six, ‘though he seldom preside at its deliberations.’
In eastern and western divisions of Bhutan there were two
governors—Tongso and Paro Pilos who could sit in the councils
and whose views were consulted on all questions of importance.
Each Pilo had under him six officers of rank-—the Zoompoons
or the Subhas. There werc in addition Zinkoffs who served
as the official channel of communication between the Pilos and
the neighbouring governments. ‘The form of Government in
itsclf” Pcmberton says :1!2
‘if fairly administered quite sufficient to produce far more
favourable results to the people than are now perceptible; but as

the removal of officers occupying the most responsible situations
are so frequent; and they receive no fixed salaries every successor

10 For further details, see Hamilton, W.; The Eastern India Gezet-
teer ; Elliot. 'G.; Observations on the inhabitants of Garo Hills; B. J. P.
1815; 25 April, No. 17.

1 Pemberton. R.; Report on Bootan, Pp. 52-53.

12 Ibid, P. 57.
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endeavours to amass as much property as possible during his tenure

of an office which he is aware is likely to be but of short duration;

and as the removal of the superior is generally attended by the
dismissal of every subordinate under him at the sametime, the
incentive to speculative industry exists in every grade.

The territory on the east of Bhutan, inhabited by the
Kampos or the Monpas, was held by chiefs known as the Sath
Rajas who were feudatories of the Towang Raja who was
himself a vassal of the authority at Lhassa. Gordon believes
that this designation was used by all the hill chiefs bordering
upon the plains of Assam from the Dufla hills to Cooch Bihar.**
Whatever might be their origin, the chiefs were subjected to
constant change and removable from office either periodically
or at the pleasure of their licge lord.’* On the south, the hills
were occupied by the chiefs of Rupraegaon and Shergaon who
declared themselves as independent and distinct from the chiefs
of the north ; in all probability, subject to the nominal control
of the Raja of Towang, they had little or no connection with
the authorities at Tibet.

Robinson says : ‘The Dophlas maintained among them-
selves an cligarchical form of government and acknowledged
the authority from two to three, to thirty to forty in each clan.’*
The Akas, the Khamtis and the Singphos, on the other hand,
were ruled by chiefs of their own who had unlimited authority
over their respective clans. The Mishmis, particularly the
Chulikatas, too had their hereditary chief, but the authority of
the latter was not absolute. Merely the head of a confederacy
of chiefs, the Raja of Jayantia could not carry out any measure
of importance without the concurrence of other chiefs. Likewise,
the power of the Khasi chiefs was checked by an aristocracy of
‘widely extended character bordering upon democracy.” When,
in 1826, Scott visited the hills in connection with succession

17 Mills, A.J.M.; The Report on Assam, 1854; see Gordon to
Jenkins, 29 June, 1853.

14 F, P. P. 1840, 13 July, No. 113. Of these. Sturt, Sub-Assistant,
Darrang, mentions that Gelong ruled for three years; Zompon, Gergen,

Khultulah, Garbeng, Bercha and Lamzalamin ruled from one to three
years.

15 Robinson, W.; Notes on the Dophlas and the Peculiarities of
their language, see J. A.S. B. vol. XX P. 128.
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question at Nungklow, he found that over three hundred people
who were entitled to vote had assembled.’® Hamilton writes,
‘All disputes amongst the Garos and even questions of war
and peace had to be decided not by their chiefs but by the
assembly of the people, the Jingma Changga’*” The Abors
too, had Gaums appointed by their respective clans, but they
‘acknowledge no other authority but that of the Raj or the
people generally, who made the laws of the council assembled
in the Morang where every one has an equal vote.’'® Butler
thinks that the Naga chiefs ‘were leaders of public opinion.’
‘The Government of every Naga tribe’ he added, ‘is a purely
democratical one, and whenever anything of public importance had
to be undertaken all the chiefs met together in solemn conclave
as to one single chief exercising absolute control over his people,
the thing is unheard of.’19
This might be true of the Angamis, but some of the tribes,
the Eastern Nagas in particular, had chiefs, some hereditary, wha
weilded considerable power in their respective clans. Brodie
found in his tour in 1841, that the Changnoi chief exercised a
hegemony over the Nagas between the rivers Dikhow and
Buridihing.?® With his intimate knowledge of the affairs of
these tribes, Holroyd P. A. Sibsager, gives a true representation
of actual facts when he says : ‘Each clan is ruled by its council
and no important measure concerning the welfare of the clan
undertaken without the consent of the elders. The President
was called Khanbao and the deputies Sandikee and Khonsaie ;

16B.S.P.C., 1829; 26 June; Scott to the Secretary, Government
of Bengal, 30 May. Speaking of this assembly Adam White writes :
*A circle having been formed and the various members of the assembly
arranged according to their rank. The Raja proceeded to explain the
object of the meeting and requested the different orators to explain their
sentiments . . . . . . I was struck with astonishment at the order and
decorum which characterized the debates: no shout or exultation or
indescent attempt (was made) to put down the orator of the opposition
party, on the contrary every speaker was fairly heard out.’

17 Hamilton, F.; An account of Assam, P. 91,

18 Wilcox ; Memoir of a Survey of Assam and the neighbouring
Countries etc. Asiatick Research vol. XVII, P. 401.

19 Mackenzie A.; Op.cit., see Butler’s Account on the Nagas, P. 86.

20 Selections of papers etc. Pp. 256-75; Brodie to Jenkins, 9 April,
1842,
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all consultation was held in Morung, and no operation under-
taken till it had been carried out by the council.*!

The tribes were always at feud with one another. If an
injury was done by one to another of the same clan or by one
to another clan or tribe, it was incumbent on the injured to
avenge the wrong-doer. The Singpho ‘could not ever abandon
without dishonour the application of Lex Talionis to one who
had murdered his relative imagining that the soul of the
murdered will torment him until his manes are appeased by the
death of the enemies. That the anger of the deity would be
roused should an opportunity of retaliation be neglected.’?*
Amongst the Garos, Hamilton writes : ‘Relations of the person
killed, are, by custom, held bound to demand blood for blood,
and ought put to death either the murderer or one of his
kindred or at least one of his slaves.*® To satisfy the wrath
of an injured at times demanded the death not merely of the
murderer, but the members of his whole family, and ‘the feud
also descends as a heirloom on the children’. It was not a rare
occasion, therefore, to see clan against clan, family against
family, as if miniature warfare was the order of the day.

As to the mode of warfare, most of the tribes avoided
pitched battles in larger numbers and resorted to surprises and
ambuscades. The Khamtis and the Singphos advanced at night
towards the enemy’s position. They would halt and listen, and
in the event of imminent danger from any quarter they threw
themselves on the ground covering their bodies in the defensive
armour. On approach of the target of attack they would rise
up and rush at the door of the stockade killing everyone
indiscriminately—men, women and children. The Nagas
attacked their enemy’s villages in the dead of night sefting fire

21 Mills ; Report on Assam, 1854 ; see Appendix M. P. CXIII.

22 Butler, J.; A Sketch of Assam, P. 84.

23 Hamilton, F.; Op.cit. P. 91.
‘When a quarrel arises,” writes Thomas Sisson, ‘the weaker party
flees to a distant hill to elude the vengeance of his more powerful
antagonist ; both parties immediately plant a tree bearing a sour
fruit called charakor (?), and make a solemn vow that they will
avail themselves of the earliest opportunity of eating their adver-
saries head with the juice of the fruit” B.J.P. 1815; 25 April
No. 17; Sisson to Bayley, 15 February.
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their dwellings and massacring all the inhabitants : ‘When an
enemy is caught unprepared, they rushed upon them with utmost
ferocity, tearing off the scalp of all those who became victims
and carry home these trophies of their triumph.’** The preser-
vation of their manpower, Robinson explains, was the main
objective in such a mode of warfare ; in cases of tribes capable
of sending larger number of men, they met the enemy face to
face and fought with ‘desperate ferocity’ till the end. On the
north, Dalton writes, while the Miris and the Abors carried on
nocturnal surprise attacks, the Tanae ‘march openly to attack
their enemy and make war only on men, and their revenge does
not extend beyond the simple attainment of their object in taking
up arms.’®’

The weapons of the Khamtis and the Singphos consisted
mainly of short and heavy daos, a long cross bow and arrows ;
occasionally the latter used matchlocks of Tibetan or Chinese
manufacture. For defensive armour, they used a head-dress of
buffalo hide and a shield of 4’ long and 18” wide. Like the
Singphos, the Eastern Nagas used common bows and arrows, dao
and Phor or shield made of buffalo or bear skin ; but the Angamis
never used bows and arrows ; they had their battle axe and Jathee
or spear, usually adorned with the coloured hair, besides a shield
of buffalo hide or bambo work covered with tiger or other skin.
The Khasis and the Jayantias armed themselves with bows and
arrows, a long naked sword and shield which they occasionally
used also as a protection against rain. The arms of the Abors and
the Mishmis consisted of daos, long spear, long straight sword,
bows and arrows; some of these were poisoned. They wore
helmets of cane ornamented with coloured hair of the yak to
produce a warlike appearance. The Duflas had long swords of
Tibetan manufacture, a dagger worn on the girdle, and occasion-
ally bows and arrows with barbed iron points. The Bhutias
armed themselves with matchlocks, daos, bows and arrows
besides a helmet of thin iron plate and a circular shield of
buffalo hide for defence. The Akas used neither shield nor
helmets, but light spear, narrow but long swords and bows and
arrows.

At the commanding positions of their hills, the Bhutias

24 Robinson, W.; Descriptive Account of Assam, P. 391 fi.
25 F. P. P. 1845; 9 May, No. 138.
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built forts of stones with thick walls and round them they put
spikes of bamboos. These provided protection against stones
from catapults of bows and arrows but not against fire arms.
The Singphos, and the Nagas were skilled in erecting strong
stockades well punjied on every side to render difficult the entry
of the enemy into their position or approach of the hills. In
the loopholes of the breast work, the Singhphos, occasionally,
fixed muskets wherefrom they fired at the advancing enemy. The
stockades of the Akas, usually of 10 to 12 feet high, consisted
double rows of bamboos, and the space in the middle was filled
with stones and earth to a height about 4’. Piles of stones were
also kept behind the stockades which they hurled at the enemy
on latter’s approach. The Nagas and several other tribes placed
punjis on the ground to retard the advance or stop the pursuit
of any enemy. The Khasi insurgents in 1829, planted on the
road sharp bamboo punjis, and difficult passes were barricaded
with trees.?®

No motive was so strong amongst these mountaineers as
the preservation of their lands and forests—whether old or
newly acquired. Any encroachment on their cherished rights
was followed by stubborn resistance ; and in fact, most of the
uprisings against the authorities in the plains arose on this
ground. As to the ownership of the land, customs varied from
tribe to tribe, but the general tendency was communal ownership,
particularly in areas where shifting cultivation prevailed. The
Khamti chief was considered the lord of the soil, but he could
have only a share of the produce, the rest was divided amongst
other members of the community according to the number of
hands who had helped the cultivation.?’”  Amongst the Padams,
all offerings to the Gaum, as well as fines, forfeitures and esc-
heats were utilized for the benefit of the community as a whole.?®
Their Morungs served not only as the communal centres of all
adult males in a village, but also the recruiting ground for any

emergency or for works of public utility. At Membo, Father
Krick found :

26 White, A; A Memoir of Late David Scott; see footnote, P. 45.

27 Cooper, T.T.; New Routes for Commerce; The Mishmi Hills;
see Elwin, V.; Indias North-East Frontier, P. 370.

28 Captain Dalton’s visit to Membo ; see Elwin, V.; Op.cit. P. 262.
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Every evening, all men gather in spacious council room to dis-
cuss the topics of the day, which means (1) to inform one another
of what has been seen or heard; (2) to discuss the political
questions set forth by one of the chiefs and (3) to settle what the
village will do on the next day, for it is understood that no one
is free to dispose of his time as he thinks fit; his daily work is
cut out, discussed and officially decreed by the majority of the
council. Hence every evening, between 10 and 11 o’clock boys are
sent about the village, shouting at the top of the voice. ‘Tomorrow
a tiger hunt ; Tomorrow fishing, Tomorrow, field labour : Tomorrow,
genna'.2?

The tribal society was broadly divided into two classes—
freemen and slaves, and intermarriage between the two, was of
rare occurrence. Amongst the Padams, ‘The law of the master
is not the law of the slaves’; but the treatment that was meted
out to the slaves was, ordinarily, humane. The Singphos, for
instance, treated their slaves as members of the family; ‘they
eat together, work together and sleep together, and to an out-
sider there is nothing to show their social inferiority.”® Poligamy
was common amongst the Hill Miris, the Mishmis, the Duflas
and the Nagas; polyandry also prevailed amongst the Bhutias
and the northern tribes of Tibetan extraction. The Abors held
in high esteem their womenfolk who were not subjected to the
whole burden of the field as was the case with most of these
frontier tribes. On the Singpho wives devolved, Hannay writes,
‘Not only the whole of the household duties of cooking, cleaning
the grain from the husk, spinning, weaving, dying etc. but the
more laborious outdoor work of drawing water, planting out,
reaping the crops and even the labour of cutting and bringing
the firewood.’?!

The impact of Hinduism was felt, though superficially,
amongst the Akas, the Miris and the Jayantias ; but Buddhism
was deeply rooted amongst the Bhutias, the Monpas and the
Khamtis. The Eastern Nagas, Robinson says, ‘Appear to
acknowledge a divine power to be the Maker of the world and
the dispenser of all events.’*> The Duflas, the Mishmis and the

29 Krick, N. M.: An Account of an Expedition amongst the Abors ;
J.AS.B. vol. TX, 1913, P. 119.

A0 Gray, E. I1.; Diary of a Journey to the Borkhamti Country, 1892-3 ;
see Elwin, V.; Op.cit. P. 422.

"1 Hannay, S.F.; Skerch of the Singphos, Tract 266 Pp. 11-12.

92 Robinson, W.; Op.cit. P. 395 ff.
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Hill Miris had also the notions of a supreme being, but ‘Him
they never worship’. They inhabited a region of lofty moun-
tains, roaring rivers, deep valleys and dense forests. In their
belief, therefore, ‘If a stone rolls from the mountain, if a leaf
drops {rom a tree, it must be a spirit on a stroll ; if winds blow
through the forests, the gods were indulging some healthy exer-
cise, if winds shake the trees and howl through the valley, thd
deos or the spirits were quarrelling.®® At their temples, the
Akas worshipped Fuxa (jungle god), Feiram (war god), Silo
(household god), and made annual sacrifices of mithun, she-
goat, pigs to propitiate the spirit of waters on the bank of the
river Bharali.’* To their supreme deity saljung, the Garos
offered sacrifices of he-goats, pigs and fowls.’®> The Abors, the
Mishmis and the Duflas invoked the Genee or spirits who
resided in inaccessible hills and dense forests. Famines, sickness
and misfortunes were supposed to occur, according to these
superstitious tribes, on the working of some unknown and
invisible agencies. On such occasions, their priests consult aus-
pices by the breaking of eggs or on examination of the entrails
of chickens?® Amongst the Mishmis and Singphos, each clan
had its Sorcerer who was invariably called if something untoward
happened in the village. Not unoften the latter appeared in queer
garments and pretended to possess supernatural powers. The
Garos, on the other hand, considered witchcraft as a necessary
evil’”  But these mountaineers conceived that the soul of the
dececased would not rest in peace unless a scalp was burnt along

33 Krick. N.M.: Op.cit. P. 120.

31 Macgregor, C. R.; Notes on the Akas and Akaland, Progs. A.S.B..
1884, P. 198 ff.

3% Hamilton, F., Op.cit. P. 95.
Likewise, the Singphos, though some of them were Buddhists, wor-
shipped Ningchees or Ning Deota, the god of elements, and pro-
pitiated Nhats or malignant spirits—Munhat ( spirit above), Ganhat
(spirit below ) and the household Nhat. Of the three deities
acknowledged by the Angamis and the Rengmas Zanghuthu,
Hyeong and Dherengana, first one was considered to be the most
powerful whom they sacrificed cow and bullocks. F.P.P. 1840,
August, No. 93, see Grange to Jenkins, 19 April
Robinson. W.; Notes on the Dophlas etc. 1. A.S.B. vol. XX, P.

36

126 ff.
S7TLLP.C.. 1840 ; 7 September. No. 95 ; Davidson to Jenkins, 22 July.
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with his dead body.’® No Naga youth was also tattoced or
distinguished as brave unless he had one or more heads to his
credit whether acquired as trophies in a war or by treacherous
murders.”® Whatever might be the arguments of the apologists,
this inhuman rite took away heavy toll of human lives. ‘A fairly
safe estimate’ Peal writes, ‘Judging by the skulls of the Morangs
would give about 12,000 murders, in about 40 years, in an area
roughly 20 miles square’.*°

In their highlands and river valleys, the Bhutias cultivated
barley and wheat; and in the lower ranges mustard, pulses,
maize, sugarcane and fruits of various kinds. Comparatively
yield was poor on account of the sterility of the soil and the
primitive method of cultivation. The Bhutias had to depend,
therefore, on the lowlands for their requirement of grains and
other food-stuff. By extensive jumiming, the Duflas and the
Akas raised rice, wheat besides red pepper, ginger and
vegetables. Neither cotton nor hemp throve beyond the firsi
range of mountains bordering Assam ; therefore, the Akas and
their neighbours in the east had to rely on the plains for their
requirement of cloth, both silk and cotton. Father Krick found, in
1853, the granaries of the Abors well stocked with rice, yams
and several other products.*’ The mainstay of the Khamtis and
the Singphos was agriculture, but their agricultural economy
depended mainly on the labour of their slaves. Although the
Nagas practised wet cultivation where practicable, generally they
raissd by jumming, rice, Indian corn, tobacco, chillies and
vegetables. Cotton also flourished in hills up to two thousand
feet, particularly in the valley of the Dhansiri occupied by the
Lhotas and the Rengmas.

38 Hamilton. W.; The Eastern India Gazetteer, 1828, P. 567 ; also
B.J.P, 1815; 25 April. No. 17.

If a chief of common rank dies, Hamilton says : ‘The head of
one of his slaves should be burned with him; but if he be a
chief of great dignity a large body of his slaves sally out from
the hill and seize a Hindoo whose head they cut off and burn
along with the body of the chieftain.’

A9 Mills, J. P.; The Lhota Nagas, P. 104ff; Hutton, J. W. The
Angami Nagas Pp. 156-8. Smith, W. S.; The Ao Naga Tribes of Assam,
Pp. 70-73, 121-24.

10 Peal, S. E.; Fading Histories. J. A. S. B. vol. LXIII, Part III, P. 13.

41 Krick, N. M.; Op.cir. P. 119.
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As to manufactures, with exception of spear heads, daos,
hoes and a few articles of this nature, these tribes were incapable
of producing quality implements or utensils of their daily use.
Even amongst the advanced Padams, Krick remarks, ‘the worker
in an iron can be called neither a blacksmith nor a farrier; his
anvil is a stone, a bamboo serves as a substitute for the bellows,
and the work is as wretched as the tools.*> The genius of some
of these hillmen, however, was revealed in their commercial
traffic with the peoples of the north and the south. In spite of
extreme difficulties of inter communication, the Mishmis formed
as the intermediaries between the Assamese on the one hand
and the Chinese on the other. ‘The Kampos on the west,
Pemberton says, ‘brought down coloured blankets, gold dusts,
silver, rock salt, musks and even chinese silk, and exchanged for
lac, silk, cotton, dried fruit and tobacco.’*®> The Abor economy
was linked up with the Miris; and they took from the latter
salt, cloth and other requirements from Assam in exchange of
salt, daos, cooking utensils and slaves; some of these formed
the imports of Tibet.

The Nagas were ‘keen barterers.” They exchanged huge
loads of cotton at Golaghat, Nagora and Kacharihat for salt,
rice, daos, cattle, poultry and dried fish. ‘Naga hills have in
consequence,” writes Robinson, ‘been always accessible to the
people of the plains; while the Nagas have on their part, been
permitted to the markets on the frontier.”** The Bori Nagas
were so much jealous of profits arising out of their intercourse
with the Assamese that they always stood opposed to the entry
of the Abors into the plains; and this was one of the most
important causes of their internecine strife with their neighbours
in the south. Trade had, in fact, so strong a hold amongst the
Garos, the Khasis and the Eastern Nagas, that the blockade of
the duars on the occasion of aggressions was speedily followed
by surrender of offenders.

* * *

12 Ibid.
43 Pemberton, R.; Report on Bootan, P. 77ft.
44 Robinson, W.; 4 Descriptive Account of Assam, P. 384 ff.
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The valley of the Brahmaputra was ruled, before the advent
of the British, by the Ahoms, an offshoot of the great shan stock
of South-East Asia. In the early decades of the thirteenth
century, Sukapha, the founder of the kingdom, crossed the
Patkais and carved out a principality of his own in the south-
east corner of the present district of Sibsagar by reducing to
submission the Morans, the Borahis and the Nagas, the original
inhabitants of the region. Suhungmung alias the Dihingia Raja,
the sixth king, (1447-1535) annexed the territory of the Chutias
in the east and extended the limits of his kingdom up to the
river Kapili by expelling the Kacharis from the valley of the
Dhansiri to Maibang. He reduced to submission several Naga
chiefs in the south and brought under his control the Bhuyas,
the ruling chiefs on the north. The emergence of the Koches in
early sixteenth century as their political rival on the west called
to a halt the forward policy of the Ahoms. But the most formi-
dable enemy which challenged the authority of the Ahoms were
the Mughals. In 1614, the latter annexed the eastern division
of the Koch kingdom, known as Koch Hajo, driving its ruler
Balinarayan to take asylum at the Ahom court. When Pratap
Singha (1603-1641), the Ahom monarch took up the cause of
the refugee prince and formally reinstated him as the ruler of
Darrang, hostilities commenced with the Mughals. After initial
reverses the Ahoms drove back the Mughal army as far as the
river Manah. Several zamindars and chiefs, including those in
Naduar in the south, hastened to acknowledge the sovereignty
of the Ahom monarch. For effective supervision of Western or
Lower Assam, the office of the Barphukan or viceroy was created
with headquarters at Gauhati. On the renewal of hostilities, in
1836-37, the Ahoms suffered heavy losses, and the newly con-
quered territory again passed under the control of the Mughals.
In 1662, the latter under Nawab Mirjumala advanced to Gorgaon,
the capital of the Ahom kingdom, and forced its ruler Jayadhawj
Singha (1648-63) to cede Lower Assam to the Mughals. King
Godadhar Singha (1681-96), finally expelled the Mughal army
in 1682, reoccupied Gauhati and extended the boundary as far
as the river Manah.

The policy of the Ahom rulers towards the frontier tribes
varied from time to time according to the exigencies of the
political situation and mainly on the strength and weakness of
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the ruling chiefs. In its early phase, the ‘proud conquerors’
followed a policy of slow but steady penetration occasionally
attended with revolting cruelties. To terrorise the Nagas, Sukapha
is said to have ‘caused many of them killed and roasted and
compelled their relatives to eat their flesh.’*® Whenever an
opportunity presented itself, the rulers of the lowlands never
failed to assert their sovereign rights on the neighbouring hill-
men. Suchingpha alias Nariya Raja ( 1644-48 ) sent an expedition
against the Nagas who had committed aggressions on the Nagas
of Khamjang.’® On an appeal for aid by the Banfera Nagas
against the Khunbao of the village Bansang, Suklenmung
( 1539-1552), deputed the Borgohain who had reduced the chief
and produced him before the Ahom Monarch.*” To keep the
border tribes in check, frontier officials designated as Salal
Gohain, Marangi Khowa Gohain and Sadiya Khowa Gohain
were stationed at Sala, Marung and Sadiya.

The period of the Mughal wars demanded active help and
co-operation, at any rate, neutrality of the neighbouring chiefs
and border tribes; and, naturally, the aggressive policy of the
earlier years had to be replaced by one of conciliation. Pratap
Singha secured the support of the Jayantia king by allowing his
subjects trading rights in the plains and even won over the Kachari
chief who had defied the authority of the Ahom monarch at that
precisc moment.*®* To conciliate the Nagas, he granted them
certain areas bordering their hills, known as khats, to supply
their requirement of grain and other necessaries on condition of
their homage and payment of a nominal tribute consisting of
red hair, salt, livestock etc.*® The Duflas were allowed about

45 Gait, E. A.; A History of Assam, P. 77: Barua, G.; Ahom
Buranji, P. 45.
16 Barua, G.; Op.cit. Pp. 134-39,
7 Ibid, Pp. 81-82; D.H.A.S.; Deodhai Assam Buranji, P. 39.
18 Barua, G.; Op.cit. Pp. 95-96; D.H.A.S.; Kachari Buranji, Pp.
21-25; Mahanta Sukumar, Assam Buranji, Pp. 49-53.
49 Sardar Amin, Harakanta : Assam Buranji, P. 41 ; 1.P.C,, 1841 ;
25 October, No. 74.
Brodie reports : ‘Under the Assam Government, it was usual
for most of the chiefs to come down once a year and render 2
kind of submission to the king : Slaves, elephants’ teeth, spears,
shafts, cotton etc. were presented by the Nagas, and in thelrl
turn received presents of various kinds on their dismissal.’
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this time by Momai Tamuli Barbaruah, an officer of rank of
the same monarch, the right of levying posa in specified areas
north of Darrang under which Assamese pykes, known as the
Bohoteahs, were bound to serve these hillmen with their require-
ment of personal service and produce.’® The right of posa
appears to have been conceded to the Hazarikhowas, the most
powerful of the Akas, as well as to the Abors and the Miris on
the north.

The Bhutias were not slow to take advantage of the Mughal
wars to infiltrate into the lowlands in the south. After the
reoccupation of Lower Assam, the Barphukan of Gauhati had
no other alternative but to allow the government of Bhutan to
continue in their possession of the duars®' in the north of Kamrup
subject to the payment of annual tribute of musks, gold-dusts,
yak-tails, blankets etc. The Sath Rajas and other chiefs in the
east were, however, repulsed and compelled to enter into an
agreement by which they were allowed to occupy the ‘Seven
passes and half of the seven districts’ or in other words, the
duars adjoining their hills.®® These chiefs, according to official
reports, had full jurisdiction over these duars for eight months
in the year, and during remaining four months passed under
the control of the Ahom Government.

The conciliatory policy of granting these rights might be a
‘mutual compromise between conscious weakness and barbarian
cunning’ and the levying of the posa differed little from the
Maratha chouth or the payment of the denegeld. The rights
so granted, it must be remembered, were not permanent but

50 Sadar Amin, Harakanta, Op. cit. P. 40; Tamuli Phukan, K.:
Assam Buranji, P. 32; Barua, Gunaviram; Assam Buranji, P. 107 ;
B.S.P.C., 1826 ; 14 July, No. 3; Scott to Swinton,

The posa was enjoyed by these hillmen, according to some
official reports, long before the advent of the Ahoms into Assam,
On the stoppage of this right by the Ahom Government, pre-
sumably after the occupation of Darrang, the Duflas in concert
with the Latakatteahs had been carrying on incursions into the
bordering areas. Momai Tamuli Borbarua, under orders of king
Pratap Singha, effected a settlement of the disputes by which the
Duflas were allowed to collect the posa from the khel of the
Bohoteahs in the north of Darrang—IL.P.C., 1837 ; 15 May, No.
10; Jenkins to Macnaghten, 24 April.

51 Pemberton, R.: Report on Bootan, P. 14,

52Wade. 1. P.; An Account of Assam, P. 225,
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usufructuary rights resumable at the pleasure of the government.
The beneficiaries were required apart from obeisance and the
payment of tribute, to render services such as guarding the
passes and, occasionally, as auxiliaries. Whatever might be the
nature of the arrangement, the restrictions under the system
proved extremely galling to the hillmen who considered the
lowlands as their sole preserve. The posa or other rights could
not ensure the security of the border areas for which the presence
of a strong hand was always needed. Thus, under the weak
successors of Pratap Singha repeated acts of aggression had been
committed by the Duflas, the Miris and the Nagas demanding
the despatch of retaliatory expeditions.”* A strong force had
to be sent out even by Gadadhar Singha against the Miris who
had killed as many as two hundred men and burnt to death the
whole family and other inmates of the house of the Sadiya-
khowa.’* The valiant king reduced the Nagas on the west of
the Dikhow to submission and compelled the Sath Rajas to come
to terms when the latter withheld payment of tribute in the
Koriapara duar.®®* Worthy son of his worthy father, Rudra Singha
made the recalcitrant Jayantia chief his vassal and subdued the
Duflas compelling them to contribute six hundred men to the
Ahom army.’®

From the middle of the eighteenth century the Ahom
monarchy was on the decline. The throne was occupied by a
number of weak but unscrupulous rulers whose only ambition
was the preservation of their own lives and powers regardless of
the interests of the State. The court became the hot-bed of
intrigue and conspiracies, and this was followed by political
assassinations and insurrections. The Moamoria rebellion which
broke out in 1769, as a protest against religious intolerance of
the royal family soon developed into a scramble for power. In
1778, the rebels occupied the capital, seized the reins of govern-
ment and drove the reigning King Gaurinath Singha to flee to
Gauhati. In response to latter’s frantic appeals for aid, in 1782,

53 Barua, G.; Op.cit. Pp. 153-4: 218-21: Mahanta, Sukumar :
Assam Buranji, P. 124,

St Bhuyan, S. K.; Tungkhungia Buranji, Pp. 24-25. Barua G..
Op.cit. P. 267.

55 Naobaicha Phukan, P.:; Assam Buranji, Tract 78; D.H.AS. 3-5,
see Devi, L.; Ahom-Tribal Relations, P. 206.

76 Wade. J. P.; Op.cit. Pp. 126-28.
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Lord Cornwallis despatched under Captain Welsh six companies
of British troops; and the latter, towards the close of the year,
routed the rebels, reoccupied the capital and reinstated Gaurinath
on the throne. But in pursuance of his policy of non-interven-
tion Sir John Shore, who succeeded Cornwallis as the Governor-
General, recalled the troops under Welsh and Assam was allowed
to relapse into her former anarchy and confusion.

The internal dissensions and growing imbecility of the Ahom
rulers afforded the neighbouring tribes opportunities to fish in
the troubled waters. During this period of stresses and strains,
the Bhutias not only carried away a large number of Assamese
as captives, but made further advances into the plains despite
occasional remonstrances from the frontier officials.’” Against
the Dufla raiders, Raja Gaurinath himself marched at the head
of an army, and several thousand of them, according to chroni-
cles, were seized and punished ; but the oppressions and exactions
of the Duflas remained unabated which had resulted in whole-
sale depopulation of the areas north of Darrang.’® During the
reigns of Kamaleswar (1795-1811) and Chandrakanta (1811-1818),
the successors of Gaurinath, the Moamarias augmented their
strength to such an extent, and Sarbananda, their chief, had
become so much powerful that Purnananda Buragohain, the Prime
Minister, had to acknowledge the latter’s authority over the
entire territory east of the river Buridihing and to honour him
with the title of the Barsenapati.’® On account of their affinity
in race and language, the rulers of Gargao